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Obituaries

TODAY IN HISTORY

HIGHLIGHTS on this date:
14: Augustus, the first Roman
Emperor and adopted son of Julius
Caesar, dies.
1692: Clergyman and five women
convicted of witchcraft are executed
in Salem, Massachusetts.
1825: Tasmanian newspaper Hobart
Town Gazette is renamed the
Colonial Times.
1839: Details of Louis Daguerre’s
first practical photographic process
are released in Paris.
1929: Death of Sergei Diaghilev,
Russian ballet impresario and
director.
1934: German plebiscite approves
vesting of sole executive power in
Adolf Hitler as Fuehrer.
1944: A week before liberation by
Allied troops, the French Resistance
starts open warfare against the
Germans in Paris; Death of Sir Henry
Wood, English conductor and co-
founder of the British Promenade
Concerts (Proms) in 1895.
1960: Tribunal in Moscow convicts
American U-2 pilot Francis Gary
Powers of espionage.
1968: Soviet Union and other
Warsaw Pact nations begin invading
Czechoslovakia to crush the
‘‘Prague Spring’’ liberalisation drive
of Alexander Dubcek’s regime.
1973: George Papadopoulos sworn
in as president of Greece as the
monarchy comes to an end.

1977: Death of US comedian-actor
Groucho Marx.
1980: 301 people die when fire
sweeps through a Saudi Arabian
airliner as it makes an emergency
landing at Riyadh airport.
2000: Harry Oppenheimer, the
South African mining magnate who
became chairman of Anglo
American Corp and De Beers
Consolidated Mines, dies. He was
91.
2002: An Islamic high court in the
Katsina state of Nigeria upholds a
sentence of death by stoning for
Amina Lawal, who had been
convicted of adultery by a village
court in March for having a child
more than nine months after her
divorce.
2002: A Russian Mi-26 helicopter
crashes in Chechnya killing 118 in
the country’s largest single loss of
military life in the region. Rebels said
they had downed the overcrowded
helicopter.
History Quiz: Leading Spanish
writer Federico Garcia Lorca was
shot by Fascist supporters of Franco
after being forced to dig his own
grave at the beginning of the civil war
on this date in what year?
Friday’s Answer: Members of
Australia’s Federal Parliament voted
themselves their first pay rise, of 50
per cent, in 1907.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS:
Orville Wright , US aviation pioneer
(1871-1948); Gabrielle ‘‘Coco’’ Chanel ,
French fashion designer (1883-1971);
Ogden Nash , US writer-poet (1902-1971);
Debra Paget , US actress (1933-); Renee
Richards , US tennis player-coach (1934-);
Bill Clinton, left , US president (1946-);

Tipper Gore , wife of US vice-president Al Gore (1948-);
Gerald McRaney , US actor (1948-); Adam Arkin , US actor
(1956-); Kyra Sedgwick , US actress (1965-); Lee Ann
Womack , US singer (1966-); Matthew Perry , US actor
(1969-); Mary Joe Fernandez , US tennis player (1971-).

Readers’ contributions are invited for consideration: obituary@thecouriermail.com.au; or Obituary Editor,
The Courier-Mail, GPO Box 130, Brisbane 4001. Material is accepted for publication on the condition that

Queensland Newspapers Pty Ltd, as publisher of The Courier-Mail, may edit and has the right to, and
license third parties to, reproduce in electronic form and communicate this material.

Pursuit of learning
GP’s eternal quest

DR Lucius
Allen with
his wife and
practice
manager
Lucy.

LUCIUS ALLEN
Doctor, linguist
Born Rockhampton, March
17, 1920
Died Brisbane August 2, 2003

D
R Lucius Allen was
the product of a rich
intellectual and cul-
tural heritage.
His grandfather,

William Allen, was an Anglo-
Irish pioneer who had emi-
grated to Sydney in 1948, and
settled in Rockhampton in
the 1870s. The suburb,
Allenstown, bears his name.

Dr Allen’s father was dux
of Rockhampton Grammar
School and later won the
University Medal in law at
the King’s Inn, Trinity Col-
lege, Dublin at the turn of
the 20th century.

He became an esteemed
Brisbane academic barrister
and district court judge,
writing the Justices Acts of
Queensland, the Police Man-
ual and Solicitors’ Manual,
and received an honorary
Doctor of Philosophy in Law
from the University of
Queensland in the early 1950s.

Into this rich patrimony,
Lucius was born on St
Patrick’s Day, 1920.

The family moved to Bris-
bane in 1926 and by the time
he attended primary school
in Ascot, Lucius could recite
some Greek and Latin to the
headmaster.

He was dux of Brisbane
Grammar School in 1937,
receiving the Lilley medal as
well as prizes for Ancient
Greek, Latin and the Basil
Porter Prize in French.

He was awarded an open
university scholarship and
graduated with first class
honours in Classics at the
University of Queensland,
then in George Street.

In his second year in the
Department of Philosophy,
he was awarded the Douglas
Price Memorial Prize in
ethics and metaphysics as
the top student in classics
and philosophy.

Although he started a
Master of Arts, he did not
finish because he switched to
medicine.

In 1942, he became a Latin
master at the Toowoomba
Grammar School for a year
followed by a stint at Bris-
bane Grammar School in
1943 before starting medi-
cine.

He married Lucy Gul-
brandson, a senior theatre

sister, in 1950 and soon after
his internship, started prac-
tising at Pittsworth, on the
Darling Downs. The couple’s
first child, Roger, was born in
Toowoomba in 1951.

After several years of ser-
vice, Dr Allen moved to a solo
practice in Ballina, northern
NSW, where Kathryn was
born in 1955.

In 1960, he studied in
London — neurology at
Queen Square, internal
medicine at Hammersmith,
cardiology at the Institute of
Cardiology and at the Post-
Graduate Medical School —
but returned to Brisbane in
1961 when his father became
ill. After working at the
Repatriation General Hos-
pital, Greenslopes as a senior
house officer, he bought a
practice in Gympie Road,
Chermside, Brisbane, where
as a solo general practitioner,
he served the local com-
munity for 28 years — and
never with appointments.

His wife Lucy was his con-
stant companion, practice
manager and confidante.

Although a physician, he
was ever the teacher and
student. Literature was his
greatest love. He had an
exhaustive, and sometimes
exhausting, knowledge of
European and ancient his-
tory, ancient Greek, Latin,
French and later Italian and
Spanish, and knew enough
German to tutor his grand-
daughter, Rosemary, in
Grade 10 German.

He was widely travelled

with a love of Egypt and
often on bus trips became
the de facto guide because of
his amazing knowledge of
antiquity.

Curiosity was his hallmark,
academic excellence his
aspiration, teaching and
reading his escape and love.
He carefully guarded his
innermost thoughts, and was
a complex man of many
paradoxes; generous of
money and time but parsi-
monious with his wife’s old
cake tins, intolerant of fools
and mediocrity but long-
suffering as a teacher.

Every evening meal was
punctuated by an excursion to
the dictionary of one language
or another. He tutored most of
the family members including
his brother, Julius, at some
time in one or other discipline:
a l g e b r a , m a t h e m a t i c s ,
F r e n c h , G r e e k , L a t i n ,
German, English and history.

He taught his son Roger
senior French as an extra
subject and for five years
tutored an advanced class in
French for the University of
the Third Age at his home.

For three years, he taught
Italian to the Rev Phil Crook
who conducted his funeral
service at Saint Mark’s Ang-
lican Church, Clayfield.

He is survived by his wife,
Lucy, daughter, Kathryn,
son Roger and 10 grandchild-
ren as well as his brothers
whom he called ‘‘The Twins’’,
eight years his junior, Adrian
and Julius.

— Dr Roger Allen

VICE-REGAL
YESTERDAY, at Brisbane Inter-
national Airport, the Queensland
Governor, Ms Quentin Bryce, AC
officially welcomed His Royal
Highness the Crown Prince of
Thailand to Queensland.
At Government House the
Governor and Mr Bryce hosted a
private lunch for His Royal High-
ness and Her Royal Highness
Pr incess Bajrak i tayabha
Mahidol.
In the evening, the Governor at-
tended Indonesia Independence
Day celebrations hosted by the
Honorary Consul for Indonesia in
Queensland. The Governor
formally toasted the President
and Republic of Indonesia.
ON SUNDAY, at Admiralty
House, Sydney, the Governor-
General His Excellency Major-
General Michael Jeffery AC,
CVO, MC and Mrs Jeffery,
hosted a reception for delegates
attending the World Jurist As-
sociation 21st Biennial Congress
on the Law of the World.
Yesterday, at the Shangri-La Ho-
tel, Sydney, the Governor-
General and Mrs Jeffery at-
tended, and the Governor-
General opened, the 21st Bien-
nial Congress on the Law of the
World.
In the evening, at Admiralty
House, Sydney, the Governor-
General and Mrs Jeffery hosted a
reception for AUSTCARE.
Earlier, the Governor-General,
was represented at Sydney Inter-
national Airport at the arrival in
Australia of His Excellency the
Honourable Kessai Note, Pres-
ident of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands, by Colonel Pat
Coward, CSM, an Honorary
Aide-de-Camp.

SHIPPING NEWS
ARRIVALS:
Neptune Voyager (NGF) to
Caltex Fisherman Islands
from Vung Tau at 7am;
Bangos (NGF) to BP Prod-
ucts from Port Botany at
8am; Chekiang to Fisher-
man Is lands 5 f rom
Townsville at 8.30am;
Cementco (X) to Qld
Cement Ltd from Gladstone
at 9.30am; Perfect Prescrip-
tion to Aquarium Boat Pass-
age from Cairns at 9.30am;
Bai Yun He to Fisherman
Islands 7 from Melbourne at
9.30am; Shek O (X) to
Fisherman Islands Swing
Basin from Cairns at 11am;
Stolt Sun (NGF) to Shell
from Auckland at 12.30pm;
Marksim Mikhaylov to
Fisherman Islands 4 from
Sydney at 7pm.

DEPARTURES:
Nora Maersk from Fisher-
man Islands 2 to Tanjong
Pele at 6.30am; Bunga
Teratai Empat from Fisher-
man Islands 3 to Port
Kelang at 7am; Giovanna
(NGF) from BP Luggage
Point to (To Be Advised) at
noon; Western Flyer from
Fisherman Islands 4 to
Kiunga at 12.34pm; Ace
Bulker from Hamilton 2/3 to
( T o B e A d v i s e d ) a t
12.34pm; Tasman Sea from
Pinkenba 2 to Melbourne at
3pm; Ankergracht from
Fisherman Islands 6 to
Newcastle at 4pm; Pan
Leader from Hamilton 4 to
Zhenjiang at 5pm; Bangos
(NGF) from BP Products to
Westernport at 5.30pm.Law list: P17

Pioneer in study of radiation effects
WILLIAM RUSSELL
Scientist
Born East Sussex, England,
August 19, 1910
Died Tennessee, July 23, 2003

B IOLOGIST William L.

Russell, a pioneer in the

study of the genetic dangers

of radiation, conducted

research on the way

radiation affected mice at

the genetic level.

His work laid the ground-

work for the development of

national and international
standards for acceptable
levels of human exposure to
radiation. Dr Russell
received the Enrico Fermi
Award in 1976, one of the
most prestigious science
honours bestowed by the US
government. He was elected
a member of the National
Academy of Sciences in 1973.

A native of England, Dr
Russell moved to the US in
1932 and earned his PhD at
the University of Chicago.
He worked at the Jackson
Memorial Laboratory in

Maine before joining the
Oak Ridge National
Laboratory in 1947 as
principal geneticist and
chief of the mammalian
genetics research section.

Dr Russell and his wife,
Liane, built the lab’s colony
of mice with mutations of
experimental interest. The
colony became known as the
Mouse House. Oak Ridge
honoured the Russells in
2001 at the groundbreaking
of a new Mouse House that
bears their names. The lab is
set for completion this year.


